
Most New Yorkers wake up only to rush out  
the door and begin their daily commute, coffee  
in hand. Caroline and Michael Ventura do things  
a little differently. Each morning, the couple walk 
down two flights of stairs to their respective studios,  
and start work from their mixed-use West Village 
home. Michael is creative director and founder of the 
design firm Sub Rosa, while Caroline is the jewellery 
designer behind the cult-loved label BRVTVS. 
Together, the industrious husband and wife are the 
co-owners of Calliope, a cosy shop on the ground 
floor, filled with offbeat objects that they, quite 
simply, love (such as a champagne glass shaped like  
a naked lady). The Venturas, who met over 10 years 
ago on a photo shoot in Los Angeles, have a lot to be 
proud of: their hard work has earnt them an invitation 
to the White House holiday party, as well as clients 
such as Jason Wu for BRVTVS, CNN for Sub Rosa, 
and Gwyneth Paltrow for Calliope. But if you spend  
a minute chatting with the couple, you’ll know 
immediately that the real light of their life is their 
four-year-old hunting dog, Darryl.

When setting out to choose the third member of their 
family, the Venturas did their research. “We narrowed 
down what we wanted by temperament, size, and 
general appearance,” says Caroline. They realised they 
liked griffs, and began meeting with breeders to find  
a suitable match, Caroline explains. “The breeder  
we got him from was wonderful and really took the 
time to learn about our life, and carefully selected  
the best puppy for us.” The result is handsome Darryl, 
a wirehaired pointing griffon named after Daryl Hall 
from Hall & Oates. “It sounds fancy, but he’s basically 
a Dutch bird dog,” she adds.

A year passed before they were able to bring home 
their new pup but, as Caroline explains, it was worth 
the wait. “We instantly fell in love the second we both 
held him. He slept in my lap for the drive home, and 
had a round of the cutest puppy hiccups.” As cuddly  
as he was in Caroline’s embrace, Darryl soon sprung  
to action, thoroughly exploring his new surroundings.

“As soon as he was outside our front door, he peed. 
Then when he got inside he peed again,” Caroline 
recalls. “It was really eye-opening to realise how  
little he knew about the world. That first afternoon  
we took him for a walk. He didn’t know what a leash 
was. He didn’t know how to jump off the curb to cross 
the street. He knew nothing about living in a city but, 
even as the littlest puppy, he caught on pretty quickly.”

Darryl is now more than comfortable both in  
the Venturas’ third-floor apartment, where he “hogs 

the bed,” and in their studios and shop below,  
which act as his playground. “He’s mainly in the store 
during the day, which is really nice because he gets  
to meet so many people,” says Caroline. The pair like 
when people spend time in Calliope. They consider  
it more a community space than a shop, and welcome 
anyone to kick back on one of the chairs or the  
front couch, where Darryl is often found lounging.

“Recently someone came into the store, picked up  
a few of the vintage magazines we sell and sat in a 
chair to read them. Darryl went over and laid down 
right at his feet and stayed there the entire time.  
He was so sad when that guy left; I think he really 
wanted to be friends.”

“He also loves to just follow people around the  
shop. He’s working on becoming a good salesman,” 
Caroline says. “It actually provides him with  
a lot of mental stimulation, so even if he hasn’t 
exercised much, his brain is still getting a workout.”  
But Caroline and Michael do enjoy taking Darryl  
for walks around the West Village, and his daily  
needs serve as an opportunity to get to know their 
neighbours and connect with other griff owners 
around town. Even if his charms overshadow his 
humans’ own… “We like to joke that no one knows 
our names—that we’re Darryl’s mum and dad.” 

That kind of perspective is why the Venturas actually 
have a strong circle of friends, whom they often tap  
to host one of Calliope’s Field Trips—or, as Caroline 
explains, “experiences run by friends of ours who are 
really, really good at what they do”. These activities 
range from woodworking to indigo-dyeing to astrology 
sessions. “This winter we are planning a cooking  
class with chef and author Colu Henry to celebrate 
the launch of her first cookbook. It will be an evening 
of learning the basics of pasta-making and how  
to throw together a delicious red sauce, and plenty  
of wine drinking.”

Caroline and Michael regularly venture out on 
buying trips for Calliope and they take Darryl with 
them, giving new meaning to the term ‘hunting dog’. 
He’s yet to travel by aeroplane, but he’s very happy 
looking out the window from the back of their old 
Land Cruiser. It’s times like these where he reminds 
the motivated couple to slow down and enjoy life’s 
basic pleasures. “His needs are simple, and having a 
dog is a great reminder to stay present and not sweat 
the small stuff,” says Caroline. “He doesn’t care that 
my day was shitty; he just cares that we’re together 
and having fun in that particular moment, and I love 
him so much for that.”
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CA ROLINE A ND MICH A EL V ENTUR A’S HU NTING DOG DA R RY L IS THE PER FECT 
R E ASON TO SPEND TIM E OUTSIDE THEIR W EST V ILL AGE LI V E/WOR K SPACE.
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